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consolation, for the gale opened up new leads and the Taimyr
was able to advance another seven miles. The next day the
wind dropped, and an aeroplane set off for the camp. But a
snowstorm impeded visibility, and so the camp was not located,
and the plane had to take refuge with the Mourmane.

On the following day, howrever, a second effort was success-
ful, and for the first time in nine months Papanin and his
brave companions were able to talk with strangers. On
February 17 the ships were able to approach to within half a
mile, and there they were moored. Before another day had
passed Papanin and his men and all the equipment of the
station had been taken aboard, and a course had been set for
home, where a triumphal reception had already been arranged.